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diary ,when in the army ,of Joseph Avelia,vonson Mase. 
50,1915, per nees: at Yare,“ass for service Was ordered to l 
| June %,for. Fort Slocum. | | 


yi} és, Left Monson. in R.?P.Cushman's automobile for Ware Left - 
at 9 A.M. ,arrived in Springfield 11.30 where we stopped for a4 
while waiting for another train.Teft Springfield 12.so, arrived 
New Rochelle,*.¥, at 5 P.M.,walked two miles to wharf where we 
mee pearded hoat to Fort Slocum,had supper when we arrived at Fort 
ae eum,then waited for our district to be called which came at 4 1 
Be Suesdny m0} rn ing. during our wait hed to lay on ground as comfor 
Be we could. Tues aay hung arcund doing nothing but wait Wednesd 
Was examined and found physically fit.Thuraday received elLothi: 
> Fridays For Camp Tack ¢son in heavy rain.Rode from Fort Slocum to 
Br Tar sey City in boat Roskded a ye ray at Jersey City for Camp Jack 
ie mere’ we arrived Sunday at 1 A. 
i norning was assigned to Battery B. lst.Battalion F.A.R. 
started drilling same day which lasted regular until sul 
ne left Camp Jackson for Overseas. 
v1, Arrived at Camp “Merritt where we received some oversea 
quipnent and promised a 24 hour leave which never came,as on. 
ollowing diay we were ordered to pack our barrack bags which h 
s Hine wh?® @quipment, and carry them to freigyt cars about ogee 
uly 21,had breakfast 12.30 A.M. and left Camp Merritt with pa 
our hack at 5 o'clock, after a ehilah mile hike arrived at Al 
iding where we boarded "Porry hoat to New York Harbor where w 
ded our oversea ship The Harriabure which left at 9 A.” Ju 
18, Pair trip across the ocean spotted 4 few submarines b 
did no harm.Arrived at “Liverpool Engiand Aue.2,1918.7.ande 
aGrAug.3 and bomMdsd train for Romsey, Bngland and afte 
Ying there walked about two miles to Camp Wooley , where. we. st 
Ronee hk three nel bagel Camp Woolsey Hs buunautneg’ AG rn ing Bled 


bout, At Bi venoten. boarded aut to cross “KK lish channet noat 
erewded no piace to saeep except when we ieaned against each 0 
ae aves at Le “avre,®rance at one A4.™. but did not unload untd 
i, ‘ hiked five miles to another small camp where we remaine 
eso vext day hiked back to Le Havre and boarded box card 
Camp Vunt (France )Very tiresome trip -in these hox caré. 
“Aug.lo.Arrived at Camp Hunt where we received Rifle , Bayonet, & 
«Gas "ask drill for one week. Left Camp “unt Aug.20, 1918 with f 
\-4n a very smell box car which made it very unconfortable unti 
Aug. 26 when we arrived at Toul, France 
/One man was killed by train on thig trip, From Toul we went to. 
“Ta Tour where we remained until Aug.29 when IT was assigned to 
)Rattery R. 115 FA. at the front. That same night hiked ahout 
miles and estopped in a wood which proved to be my first positi 
fat the front which was the SF. Mihiel Front, While at this fr 
I was atationed at this picket line,we had to get up at five t 
each morning und lead horses to wat or white. Was ahdut troomi le 
away ,at night had to go out with details to haul ‘ambuhibion /te 
vo) a On seco night we started to hei? amminition 
Germans threw light on Us and we had to lay on our stomachs f< 
wr » ours go they could not see. us. ‘Borie Baye OF night we O¢ 
“ay get any sleep ct all, Drew arminition” every night iuitil 
September ae when we worked from 12 noon until 9 A.M. next 
orning without a mouthful to eat,when stopped to get two slic 
na slice of bread. After fhat kept on handlin Perea 
*elock when we were ordered to cease f srang ys 
ery man wae ready to rest but the tee Was Ww 
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irief diary,when in the army,of Joseph Avella,Monson,Mass. | LI4 Be 


y on poe % Ww — 
May ,50,1915.Reported at Yare, Vass for service.Was ordered to leave 
home June $,for Yort Slocum. | 


Tune 3. Left Monson. in R.P.Cushman's automobile for Ware.Left Ware 

> at 9 A.W.,arrived in Springfield 11.40 where we stopped for dinner 
‘while waiting for another train.Teft Springfield 12.50,arrived at 

| New Rochelle,.¥. at 5 P.M.,walked two miles to wharf where we 
‘boarded boat to Fort Slocum,had supper when we arrived at Yort Blo- 

 Gum,then waited for our district to he called which came at 4 o'clock 

-. Tuesday morning. During our wait head to lay om ground as comfortable 

" 88 we could.Tuesday ‘ung around doing nothing but wait. Vvednesday 

" was examined and found physically fit.Thuradsy received clothing. 

eeraday, for Camp Jackson in heavy rain.Rode from Fort Slocum Fo || 

 Tersey City in boat.Roflded train at Jersey City for Camp Jackson, 

| Where we arrived Sunday at 1 AM. | 

Monday norning was assigned to Battery B. ist.Sattalion Fekete is 

und started drilling same day which lasted regular until July 16. 
‘ween we left Camp Jackson for Overseas. | 

/ duly i’,arrived at Camp “erritt where we received some overseas 

equipment and promised a 34 hour leave which never came ,as on the 


‘Tollowirg day we were ordered to pack our barrack bags which held ae 
} Bebe Sew he equipment and carry them to freig t care about 2 Ase ee 
OSuly 21,hkd breakfast 12.30 A.M, and left Camp Merritt with packs — she 
. 2 y 


m our back at 5 o'sloeck,after a seven mile hike arrived at Alpine 
inding where we hoarded Ferry hort to How York Yarbor where we 
Oe our oversea ship The Narrisburg which left at 9 A.V July 
41918, Fair trip across the ocean spotted a few submarines but 
yy did no harm.Arrived at Tiaverpool England Aus.2,1918.l.anded |. 
ning oY Aug. 3d and homMded train for Romsey, Sngland and after -are-~—— 
wing there walked about two miles to Camn Wooley ,where we staid Y aaa 
in tents for three days,Left Camp Wooley Wednesday morning for § | 
— Southampton a twelve mile hike with packs on our back and very hot. 
"some hike” several hoys had to be carried hy trucks after they ftelanjoee 
out.At Southampton hoarded boat to cross WKglish Channel ,hoat very hare: 
Growded no vlace to saeep except when we jeaned against each other. nek 
Arrived at Le “avre,¥rance at one A.M. but did not unload until seve | 
_ en A.M.hiked five miles to another small camp whore we remained Bae 
) overnight.”ext day hiked back to Le Navre and boarded box care) for cs 


Camp Yunt (Trance )Very tiresome trip in these hox cars. ! ae 
Aug.lo.Arrived at Camp Hunt where we received Rifle, Baronet, and: 0) oe 
Gas Yask drill for one week. Left Camp “unt Aug.20,1918 with forty oom 


in a very smell box car which made it very uncomfortable until 
Aug.26 when we arrived at Toul, France ana 
One man was killed by train on this trip, From Toul we went to Menil, 

) Ta Tour where we remained until Aug.29 when I was assigned to a 
‘Rattery BR. 115 F.A. at the front. That same night hiked ahout four 
miles and estopped in a wood which proved to be my firat positien si sac 
at the front which was the SF. Mihiel Front, While at this front. 
I was stationed at this picket line,we had to get up at five thirty 
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each morning and lead horses to water which. vas chowh: twowmides 

away,at night had to go out with details to haulvammanibion;to 
7) gun positions. On second night we started to halvammunition ie 
a Germans threw light on usp and we had to lay on our atomachs for. aegis 


Kours so they could not see us. ‘Sone Raye (OF night we CoN 

set any sleep st all. Drew arminition every night:uitii barr 
eptember 12 when we worked from 12 noon until 9 A.M. next — 
ing without a mouthful to eat,when stopped to get two gear i= 


every man was ready “ng est but the ground was 1 
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also pretty cold and we had to keep moving all night to keep warm. 

a morning started to move to another position,road was blocked 
| that we had to move very slowly ,had corned pee and hard tack 

eat on our way. Bleven P.M. reached our new position and laid 


Bee Mm until five A.“. Had to pull guns in position by man, power 
it was too steep. @ hill for horses,we did this before preakfast. 
At. this Front (St.Miniel) we were attached to the 89th. Division. 
xt night the 89th. Division Artillery arrived so we were ordered 
to the Argonne Yorest. While movirg passed many German prisoners 
Pwere taken in battle,also met some French women who were reseued 
er being captured by the Germans, They were found in a building 
an Gernecourt.We hiked everynight from dusk to daylight until Sept. 
@ When we reached Camp Mallery and there had two good nights slech 
‘on the floor of a barrack. 
ep’ sen Lett this camp in heavy rain, stovped in barn about Lae A.M. 
but we were soaked through,we iaid in bar@ until o.40 A.M. and got 
up and hiked the rest of the way to our first nicket Line at the 
meeenne Yront, The first night there we hauled ammunition to our 
first gun position which lasted all night as usual. Next night had 
% fove puns to new position.During the last hike we nassed the town 
(of Bernecourt ,Zppecourt, Havacourt Willas and many other towns of 
, th we could not find the name,some were in ruins. 
Carr ‘ied ammunition to guns every “nich and also fired at intervals 
’ 1 Sept.26 when we laid our first barrage at the Argonne whien 
last ed from one A.M. to eleven A.M. steady firing, That same ni; ght 
ie Rad to riove our stins to a position six miles ahead as our guns 
oon kd not reach the enemy from this position as they were retreat ing 
fast. On this hike we crossed what is called Dead Yan's Yi1l 
which was shelled so bad that horses with guns or ehatile: Sad Sheu ee 
@0 around it,it being all holes . 
Sep: 628, atarting faring from new position where we fired ail the 
same some time ceasing for a few hours and always got an answer to 
our guns which landed pretty close several times. Tired at this 
pare until Oct. 2 when we were igh to move our guns ahead two 
des ,which we did tat same night. We found our new position to 
tre: dangerous They fired back full as many shells as we sent 
m. At this position three men from my battery had to go to 
hospital With shrapnel wounds and fifteen .men from gas. 
fmeea here #11 the time until (Oct.6 when we move ahead two more 
niles.This position was full os bed ae the last,three more men being 
Meunded. Remained ats thig katt 1 on three days when we were relieved 
by another Artillery and were told ‘hat we would @6 to a rest. camp 
‘Trom there bat after hiking until Ocf 12 we were at the Metz flank 
‘of gene St. Nihiel Salient front which proved far from being a rest 
Camp asp it was also a hard front and kept us busy all the time. } 
8 orderly for a first Tiecut. on this last Rike and one week after’ eS 
put did not like it so asked to be put on pun squad which was 
ited. Remained at this position until Yovember first when we mov- 
mee guns tvo miles ahead which brought us at the edge of a larce 
aie across which we could see the German liner but made it a very 
Zeros — pesition, many shells came as closé as taking the camoue 


oll 


c. off of our guns and seattering stones and mud all over. 


Some boys discovered a vegetable garden below the hill and 
n bhort of rations we undertook to go after some,we pulled tur- 
and cabbage and started back up the hill when the enemy spiced 

and fired at us as fast as their guns would let them and many’ 

| hit very elose but we reached the top of the hill with no Been 
hit and also hung on to our grub which tasted fine the next sonal ae A 
A aie ° eit | 
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eh want to leave the company,so0 T did not do any work 
being in the dugout sick swallowed just enough to take away 


first went to Evac.Yospital No.13 at Commercy, France ,after 
there on a diet of cocoa three times a day I was moved te 
78 at Toul,France where I remained uniter treatment until Dec. 
and. .then was gent to Convalescent Hospital No.2lo also in Toul. 
ined there until January 8 and was sent to B.4.%0.95 at Peri-+ 
x.From there JT moved to Brac. Hospital No.20 at Beau Desert 
‘@ I remained until Feb. 20 when T boarded the 5.S.Siboney for 
J.5. Landed in U.S. “Maroh 4,went to Debarkat ion Hospital No.5 
w York City where I remained until March 14,1919 when I wen 
map Devens where T was discharged gure 27,1919. | 
a Signed, Joraph H.Avella 


ig ahth + was taken eick,haddfever to lez but hung ae | 
night they sent a little gas and put ten men in the Si 
(2.1 could taste nothing 60 on November 13 I left for the hos- 


